
March On:  The Foothills Ward Indexing Plan for Youth & Adults Alike! 

Indexing is fastest way to engage people with family history because no tedious research is required 
except for a willingness to index archived records (census, military, civil records, etc.). The procedures are 
both direct ahead and logical.  Imagine doing your own original family history research without indexed 
census, tax, estate, land, birth, marriage, death and other vital records?  Soon the 1950 U.S. Census will 
be released for the general public’s use, but they are not indexed at all. On April 1, 2022, 72 years after the 
census was taken, the National Archives and Records Administration will release scanned census 
enumeration sheets to the general public. Fortunately, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has 
officially committed to assisting in the indexing of this massive amount of civil records appropriate for 
genealogical use. Recently our church just made a very significant announcement concerning their 
participation in the 1950 Federal Census at https://newsroom.churchofjesuschrist.org/article/familysearch-
1950-us-census-community-
project?fbclid=IwAR1y8rppIstiBVk5S8T1DVCkTMacYlReaS7j9wwdaTZoef4iBuzg2ou7HXs 

The United States census of 1950, conducted by the Census Bureau, determined the resident population 
of the United States to be 150,697,361, an increase of 14.5 percent over the 131,669,275 persons 
enumerated during the 1940 census. The 1950 census collected the following information from all 
respondents address which is a gold-mine of genealogical data when considering that there are an 
estimated 331 million people living in the United States. Below is a sample of the kinds of information found 
in the 1950 Federal Census records which are all essential ingredients of compiling your research data. 

• address 

• whether house is on a farm 

• name 

• relationship to head of household 

• race 

• sex 

• age 

• marital status 

• birthplace 

• if foreign born, whether naturalized 

• employment status 

• hours worked in week 

• occupation, industry and class of worker 

In addition, a sample of individuals were asked additional questions covering income, marital history, 
fertility, and other topics. Full documentation on the 1950 census, including census forms and a procedural 
history, is available from the Integrated Public Use Microdata Series. 

Closing Comments 

The adults in the Foothills Ward in the Front Range, Colorado Stake will be engaged in the 1950  U.S. 

Federal Census indexing beginning in April.  In addition, the youth will be involved in indexing United 

States—Enlisted and Officer Muster Rolls and Roster as well.  As the Temple & Family History 
leader for the Foothills Ward, I have initiated a plan of action to engage both our adults and youth in this 
worthy endeavor to benefit everybody in their family history.  In addition, Ancestry.com has just announced a 

more simplified indexing plan for the 1950 census where you could actually index areas where your ancestors 

resided in 1950 which makes indexing more appropriate for each of you.  So it appears that indexing skills are very 

important for temple & family history pursuits for everybody including the youth, their parents, extended family 

members and our missionaries as well as those on the other side of the veil.  Indexing technology is particularly 

changing rapidly on how to find where your ancestors were living in the USA on April 1, 1950.  It is so exciting to 

see how the Lord is using technology for temple & family history endeavors. Please be in attendance so we all can 
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proceed together in this temple & family history endeavor.  Attached is our ward's master indexing plan for your 

participation in a five page document found at http://www.kuzmich4.com/Indexing/Indexing Plan13.pdf.  
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