
Let Your Genealogical Research Live Beyond You! 

The purpose of family history isn’t just to concentrate on your deceased ancestors!  Let your research live beyond 

you!  Put it all together with these tips for writing your family history, plus a project organizing worksheet you’ll refer 

to again and again.  If your family research is to live beyond you, you’ll need to put it into some shareable, lasting 

form. That usually means summarizing your findings in writing, may be enhanced with photos and images of 

interesting documents. Whether you go all out with a self-published hardback or just pass out staple pages at the 

next family reunion, you’ll create a legacy – a framework others can use to understand your family story and the 

genealogical evidence you’ve gathered. I can’t promise the project will be a breeze, but I can promise it’ll be easier 

when you follow these six tips offered below and use a handy organizing worksheet linked below. 

• Define Your Purpose 

Before you begin it’s important to know what you hope to accomplish with this writing project.  Do you want to 

summarize all your research, share your family legacy?  Pass down the stories relatives told? Tell how your 

family fits into local history.  Share the story of an ancestor or family you admire? Celebrate your ethnic 

heritage or something else? 

 

• A Plan Makes a Difference 

An outline gives you a framework for building your project especially if it involves multiple people or longtime 

span. Make a list of elements you want to include – you can use the worksheet that you can download from 

http://familytreemagazine.com/freeforms which I have already presented with you in the November 3 posting 

entitled 61 Free, Useful Genealogy Forms from Family Tree Magazine! 

• A family tree of your Dad’s family 

• Information about the paces the family came from with a map 

• Names and immigration details of all the immigrant ancestors. 

• Where these families settled in the US, their jobs and their children 

When you know the topics you want to cover, arrange them in an order that makes sense to you.  It could be 

chronological, geographical, all second generation information, family branches one at a time or some other 

arrangement. 

• Pictures Will Make A Difference 

Pictures and graphs will engage your readers, help them follow complicated lineages and show what you’re 

talking about. Plan as you go with pictures, documents, maps, charts and/or genealogical reports that will 

best illustrate your narrative. Depending on how many photos and documents you found, you want to 

organize the options to those with key moments in your family history, selecting those that will reproduce well 

in the finished product 

 

• Getting Assistance 

Now you’re ready to write. As you work, go over your records for families and people you are writing about.   

To help you organize source references, add in–text references with the title, author and page or record 

number in parentheses when you use information from a record, article, book or website. Also create a 

bibliography of sources as you go to include everything needed to find that source again. 

 

• Don’t Necessarily Begin At The Beginning 

Don’t let the ”how to start” roadblock stall your project right out of the gate. If you don’t know how to begin, 

just start writing a story you like – maybe it’s about an ancestor’s immigration, military service or venture to 

the wrong side of the law. The words will flow from there.  An interesting or dramatic event is often the best 

way to begin a story, anyway. Remember, you’re not carving a stone: you can always rearrange things later. 

 

• Deadlines?  Take Your Time 

A deadline can motivate you, but give yourself plenty of time. You want this project to add fulfillment to your 

family research, not cause stress start now and work on your writing project a little at a time, once a week or 

every evening if you can manage it. Imagine where you’ll be a year from now. 

http://www.kuzmich4.com/Facebook/Write.pdf
http://familytreemagazine.com/freeforms
http://www.kuzmich4.com/Facebook/61%20Free.pdf


When Is A Good Time To Write Your Story? 

If you answer yes to any of the following questions, it may be time to pause your genealogy research and start 

writing: 

1. Have you accumulated a lot of records and contextual information you found difficult to adequately record in a 

family tree? 

2. Has the pace of your research slowed?  

3. Are you stuck in your research, unsure what to do next? 

4. Are you worried what will happen to your research when you’re gone? 

5. Have you discovered a compelling or surprising story your relatives would like to hear? 

6. Would family history knowledge add meeting to an upcoming birthday, anniversary or other big family event? 

Here’s My Multimedia Life Story in a Nutshell! 

Below is my multimedia presentation of my life story. Each photo is actually a folder with multiple photos organized in 

separate nested folders, groupings or chapters with my photos. Interspersed in each nested folder, chapter or 

groupings are historical documents, videos clips, music performances. pedigree charts and much more. The second 

image below is the first sub-grouping of my life story thus far.  The quotation. “A picture is worth a thousand words” is 

so true. This multimedia presentation is web-based covering not only life as outlined in these two images below but 

also covers my children, my grandparents and Roslyn along with her extended family with great grandparents and 

beyond.  Why did I include Roslyn and her ancestors, because 50% of my children’s genealogy comes directly from 

Roslyn!  And what makes this web-based multimedia presentation so special is that it is password protected for 

privacy and guaranteed to be on the Internet for hundreds of years after I pass away even if the Internet is no longer 

free, such, as Internet 2, Internet 3 or whatever develops.  Thus, my grandchildren and their future off springs for 

hundreds of years in the future will have full access to my life story which will live far beyond my years!  Now this is 

but one example of “Letting Your Genealogical Research “Live Beyond You!”  In my situation, far beyond me!!! 

 



 

Below is a worksheet that I am particularly fond of that perhaps can better organize your efforts to “Let Your Genealogical 

Research Live Beyond You!” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


