
Important Websites for Switerzland Genealogy 

 
There are two "must peruse" websites for initiating original research in Switerzland. There are a lot of 
excellent resources well documents found on both Family Search.Org and The Family History Guide. 
 
From a single URL cited below on FamilySearch, you will find a comprehensive overview of resources for 
Switzerland that covers the gamut of resources and research tools that you could ever have imagined all 
from one extended screen display. It is a remarkable guide to Swiss ancestry, history, and genealogy with 
birth records, marriage records, death records, census records, military records and much more. The URL 
is https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Genealogy,The headings are specifically cited below 

along with their links that you can search quickly 
 

Switzerland Genealogy 
Jump to navigationJump to search 

Switzerland Wiki Topics 

 

Beginning Research 

• Research Strategies 

• Record Finder 

• Finding Town of Origin 

Record Types 

• Cemeteries 

• Census 

• Church Records 

• Civil Registration 

• Court Records 

• Directories 

• Emigration & Immigration 

• Genealogy 

• Heraldry 

• Jewish Records 

• Military Records 

• Naturalization & 

Citizenship 

• Notarial Records 

• Obituaries 

• Occupations 

• Online Records 

• Periodicals 

• Probate Records 

• Religious Records 

http://www.kuzmich4.com/Facebook/Switzerland%20Genealogy.pdf
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Genealogy#mw-head
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Genealogy#p-search
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Research_Tips_and_Strategies
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Record_Finder
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Finding_Town_of_Origin
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Cemeteries
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Census
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Church_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Civil_Registration
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Court_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Directories
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Emigration_and_Immigration
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Compiled_Genealogies
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Heraldry
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Jewish_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Military_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Naturalization_and_Citizenship
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Naturalization_and_Citizenship
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Notarial_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Obituaries
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Occupations
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Online_Genealogy_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Periodicals
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Probate_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Religious_Records


• Land and Property • School Records 

• Taxation 

Switzerland Background 

• Biography 

• Church History 

• French Word List 

• Gazetteers 

• German Word List 

• Handwriting 

• Historical Geography 

• History 

• Italian Word List 

• Languages 

• Maps 

• Names, Personal 

• Websites 

• For Further Reading 

Ethnicity 

• Minorities 

Local Research Resources 

• Archives & Libraries 

• Societies 

• Family History Centers 

•  

Europe 
Switzerland 

Guide to Swiss ancestry, family history, and genealogy: birth records, marriage records, death records, census 

records, parish registers, and military records. 

Country Information[edit source] 

Switzerland is a landlocked country in Western and Central Europe surrounded by France, Austria, Germany and Italy. 

Switzerland's east and central cantons are primarily German speakers, western areas include many French speakers, and 

Italian speakers are found in southern Switzerland. The Swiss Republic is now over 715 years old, making it the oldest 

republic in the world.[1] 

Getting Started[edit source] 

Getting Started with Switzerland 
Research 

Links to articles on getting started with Switzerland 

research. 

• "How to" Guides 

• Introduction to Swiss Research 

• Getting Started 

• What's the Next Step? 

• Finding your Ancestor in the Records 

• Switzerland Finding Town of Origin 

Switzerland Research Tools 

Links to articles and websites that assist in Switzerland 

research. 

• Register of Swiss Surnames - see towns where family 

surname held citizenship. Instructions 

• Swiss Genealogy on the Internet 

• German Genealogical Word List 

• French Genealogical Word List 

• Italian Genealogical Word List 

• Swiss Dialect Genealogical Word List 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Land_and_Property
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_School_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Taxation
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Biography
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Church_History
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/French_Genealogical_Word_List
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Gazetteers
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/German_Genealogical_Word_List
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Handwriting
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Historical_Geography
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_History
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Italian_Genealogical_Word_List
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Languages
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Maps
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Names,_Personal
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Websites
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_For_Further_Reading
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Minorities
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Archives_and_Libraries
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Societies
https://familysearch.org/locations/centerlocator?c=Switzerland
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Europe
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/index.php?title=Switzerland_Genealogy&action=edit&section=1
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/France_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Austria_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Germany_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Italy_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Genealogy#cite_note-1
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/index.php?title=Switzerland_Genealogy&action=edit&section=2
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_How_to_Guides
https://www.familysearch.org/ask/learningViewer/362
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Getting_Started
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_What%27s_the_Next_Step%3F
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Finding_Your_Ancestor_in_the_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Finding_Town_of_Origin
http://www.hls-dhs-dss.ch/famn/index.php?lg=e
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ps-services-us-east-1-914248642252/s3/research-wiki-elasticsearch-prod-s3bucket/images/6/63/1-Register_of_Swiss_Surnames-Instruction.pdf
http://kunden.eye.ch/swissgen/kanton-m.htm
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/German_Genealogical_Word_List
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/French_Genealogical_Word_List
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Italian_Genealogical_Word_List
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ps-services-us-east-1-914248642252/s3/research-wiki-elasticsearch-prod-s3bucket/images/d/d4/Swiss_Genealogical_Word_List_approved.pdf


• Germany Letter Writing Guide 

• Italy Letter Writing Guide 

• French Letter Writing Guide  

  

Finding Your Ancestors' Town in Switzerland[edit source] 

• Genealogical records are organized by geographical locality. Civil registration (government birth, marriage, and death 

records) and church records (christenings/baptisms, marriages, and burials) were kept at the local level. 

• If you do not know your ancestors' town, follow the advice in the Wiki article Switzerland Finding Town of Origin to 

search a variety of records that might provide that information. 

The Register of Swiss Surnames[edit source] 

Switzerland has one unique feature that can speed up your search for your ancestor's town. Citizenship was held by 

specific town. The Register of Swiss Surnames is an online tool, based on the reference book, Familiennamenbuch der 

Schweiz, which lists for every surname the towns where that family held citizenship. Here are the Instructions for using 

the register. Also, watch the Online Class: Names and Places: The Register of Swiss Surnames 

Switzerland Clickable Map[edit source] 

Genealogical records are kept at the local level in Switzerland. Cantons: 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Germany_Letter_Writing_Guide
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Italy_Letter_Writing_Guide
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/French_Letter_Writing_Guide
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/index.php?title=Switzerland_Genealogy&action=edit&section=3
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Finding_Town_of_Origin
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/index.php?title=Switzerland_Genealogy&action=edit&section=4
http://www.hls-dhs-dss.ch/famn/index.php?lg=e
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ps-services-us-east-1-914248642252/s3/research-wiki-elasticsearch-prod-s3bucket/images/6/63/1-Register_of_Swiss_Surnames-Instruction.pdf
https://www.familysearch.org/ask/learningViewer/423
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/index.php?title=Switzerland_Genealogy&action=edit&section=5
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Online_Genealogy_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/FamilySearch_Genealogy_Research_Groups
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/File:Map_Switzerland.PNG
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Online_Genealogy_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Online_Genealogy_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/FamilySearch_Genealogy_Research_Groups
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/File:Map_Switzerland.PNG
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Online_Genealogy_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/FamilySearch_Genealogy_Research_Groups
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/FamilySearch_Genealogy_Research_Groups
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/File:Map_Switzerland.PNG
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Switzerland_Online_Genealogy_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/FamilySearch_Genealogy_Research_Groups
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/File:Map_Switzerland.PNG
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/File:Map_Switzerland.PNG


Cantons[edit source] 

• Aargau 

• Appenzell Innerrhoden 

• Appenzell Ausserrhoden 

• Basel (Land) 

• Basel (Stadt) 

• Bern 

• Fribourg 

• Genève 

• Glarus 

• Graubünden 

• Jura 

• Lucerne 

• Neuchâtel 

• Nidwalden 

• Obwalden 

• St. Gallen 

• Schaffhausen 

• Schwyz 

• Solothurn 

• Thurgau 

• Ticino 

• Valais 

• Vaud 

• Zug 

• Zürich 

Language Map of Switzerland[edit source] 

 

FamilySearch Resources[edit source] 

Below are FamilySearch resources that can assist you in researching your family. 

• Central Europe Genealogy Research Community (Facebook) 

• Switzerland Course in the Learning Center 

• FamilySearch Historical Records 

• Family History Center locator map 

Research Tutorials[edit source] 

• Introduction to Swiss Research 

• Beginning Swiss Research Part 1 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/index.php?title=Switzerland_Genealogy&action=edit&section=6
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Aargau_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Appenzell_Innerrhoden_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Appenzell_Ausserrhoden_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Basel_(Land)_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Basel_(Stadt)_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Bern_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Fribourg_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Gen%C3%A8ve_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Glarus_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Graub%C3%BCnden_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Jura_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Lucerne_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Neuch%C3%A2tel_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Nidwalden_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Obwalden_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/St._Gallen_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Schaffhausen_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Schwyz_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Solothurn_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Thurgau_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Ticino_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Uri_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Valais_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Vaud_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Zug_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Z%C3%BCrich_Canton,_Switzerland_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/index.php?title=Switzerland_Genealogy&action=edit&section=7
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/index.php?title=Switzerland_Genealogy&action=edit&section=8
https://www.facebook.com/groups/CentralEuropeGenealogyResearchCommunity/
https://www.familysearch.org/ask/landing?search=Switzerland&show=lessons&message=true
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/location/1927039?region=Switzerland
https://familysearch.org/locations/centerlocator?c=switzerland
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/index.php?title=Switzerland_Genealogy&action=edit&section=9
https://familysearch.org/ask/learningViewer/362
https://familysearch.org/ask/learningViewer/889


• Beginning Swiss Research Part 2 

• Switzerland Research Strategies 

• Swiss Census Records 

• Swiss Chorgericht Records 

• Swiss Names and Places 

• Switzerland Records Online: Resources for Swiss Genealogy 

• Calendar Changes in France, Germany, Switzerland, and the Low Countries 

• Switzerland Compiled Genealogies 

• Reading German Handwritten Records 

• Lesson 1: Kurrent Letters 

• Lesson 2: Making Words in Kurrent 

• Lesson 3: Reading Kurrent Documents 

• Old German Script 

• Part 1 

• Part 2 

• Part 3 (German Church and Civil Records) 

• Reading French Handwritten Records 

• Lesson 1: The French Alphabet 

• Lesson 2: Key Words and Phrases 

• Lesson 3: Reading French Records 

• Reading Italian Handwritten Records: 

• Lesson 1: The Italian Alphabet 

• Lesson 2: Words and Phrases 

• Lesson 3: Reading Italian Records 
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The Family History Guide 

The Family History Guide, https://thefhguide.com/project-9-switzerland.html, provides a more sequential 

process of learning consisting of outstanding step-by-step “how to” research tutorials for Switzerland that is 

organized into eight levels offerings in a rather clear and concise format. I particularly like its infrastructure 

of topics for each level of tutorials. 

1: Research   2: Civil Registration   3: Emigration and Immigration   4: Maps    5: Newspapers   6: Websites   7: Search 

Records   8: Get Help 
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