
Power and Inspiration through the “Spirit of Elijah” 

In my yesterday’s posting in the closing comments, I referenced the “Spirit of Elijah” as a force that can be 

difference-maker in your genealogical pursuits.  By definition, it can be defined for members of The Church 

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints as the spirit of family kinship and unity. It is the spirit that motivates the 

concern to search out ancestral family members through family history; and, on their behalf, to perform 

proxy baptisms, temple endowments, and sealing ordinances (Hc 6:252). This is seen as fulfillment of the 

prophecy of Malachi in the Old Testament that in the last days of Elijah "will turn the heart [in Hebrew, the 

innermost part, as the soul, the affections] of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to 

their fathers" (Mal. 4:5-6).  The spirit of Elijah is also referenced in the book of Malachi by Elder David A. 

Bednar of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles as a “distinctive influence of the Holy Ghost (that) draws 

people to identify, document, and cherish their ancestors and family members – both past and present” 

(David A. Bednar, The Hearts of the Children Shall Turn). 

It is this gift of the Holy Ghost that can manifest itself in unimageable ways of assisting one in their family 
history challenges much like a guardian angel in the time of need. President Russell M. Nelson in his May 
1998 general conference talk “A New Harvest Time, ”stated “With that, natural affection between 
generations began to be enriched. This restoration was accompanied by what is sometimes called the 
Spirit of Elijah—a manifestation of the Holy Ghost bearing witness of the divine nature of the family. Hence, 
people throughout the world, regardless of religious affiliation, are gathering records of deceased relatives 
at an ever-increasing rate.”   

A Few of My Testimony Experiences with the “Spirit of Elijah” 

During my 50+ years of doing original genealogical research, I have experienced many blessings in my 

original family history research when I least expected success.  In 1979-1980-1981, I wrote to the 

municipal clerk in Novo Mesto, Yugoslavia under Communism Rule three times requesting information 

concerning my great grandfather within three different six month periods with letters written in Slovene.  

Only after the third time some 18 months later, did I receive a handwritten letter giving me the genealogical 

information of the house where my great grandfather was born plus others in this village covering several 

generations of original data. And eventually I received two other letters full of additional original 

genealogical data. 

Another example was when my oldest son was completing his mission in Munich, Germany in 1996, 

through much effort I was able to finance taking my entire family to pick him up on his mission and taking 

the entire family also to Poland and Slovenia to do original research.  In order to help keep finances down, 

we did “Spoken Word” Church firesides in Munich, Warsaw, Poland and Ljubljana, Slovenia with 

missionary themes in the own native languages plus provided special music.  With the success of this 

historical trip, Roslyn and I were able to travel to eastern Europe four more times to do additional original 

research and discovered many ancestors previously living under Communism that we never knew about.  

While this may not seem to be special but I also had to finance four children and one Ukrainian girl through 

college during the same time period of 15+ consecutive years from 1993 to 2008.  And all of them earned 

bachelor’s and master’s degrees including my wife. As a public school teacher, this is a tremendous 

financial responsibility in managing these endeavors from my merger salary income as a public school 

teacher.  And through the “Spirit of Elijah” we not only succeeded but also exceeded all expectations much 

like the blessings of paying an honest tithe.  Further blessings were that all children were married with 

temple marriages and all grandchildren born under the covenant. Now fifty years later after initiating my 

family history pursuits, it is very gratifying in counting my blessings now, but more important during those 

formative fifty-year period, I exhibited the faith by doing everything possible to research my family history 

including many, many trips in the USA as well with much time and effort as is exhibited in this Facebook 

group that I am managing. In fact, I never know what I am going to post or even start writing until after my 

wife goes to bed nightly. But the “Spirit of Elijah” guides me nightly!!! 

http://www.kuzmich4.com/Facebook/Elijah.pdf
http://lds.org/scriptures/ot/mal/4.5-6?lang=eng#4
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2011/10/the-hearts-of-the-children-shall-turn?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/general-conference/1998/04/a-new-harvest-time?lang=eng
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So through my faith with coordinated affirmative actions and works, I was able to accomplish the 

“impossible dream” of penetrating the “Iron Curtain” with much original family history research 

accompanied by abundant temple submissions.  In my situation unfortunately, there were no microfilms 

and/or published books available except for one village in Poland in which I could not conduct original 

research in eastern Europe without requiring international travel.  When “Iron Curtain” fell in 1989, I 

accelerated my genealogy work for potential international trips that were never possible or even 

conceivable under Russian domination in Eastern Europe.  Consequently, I first specialized on gathering 

my American family history work for 25 years with all the needed references obtained to further research 

my ancestors in Poland, Slovenia and Ukraine. So when my son completed his mission in Munich, 

Germany in 1996, I was ready to expand my pursuits with international trip and share it simultaneously with 

my entire family which has had a lasting effect on each member, including my wife. 

If there are any immediate lessons to learn from my family history efforts, don’t hesitate because lost 

opportunities may never be regained when extended family members pass away without brain-storming or 

sharing family roots information with you much like photos without identifying who are in the pictures and 

within two generations, those photos are meaningless.  If you should desire more understanding of the 

“Spirit of Elijah,” I strongly recommend you read President Russell M. Nelson’s 1994 talk mentioned in the 

previous post. Click here for the entire talk.  To motivate you further, cited below are the subheads which 

will quickly get your attention to read and not skim it.  And now 25 years later, Russell M. Nelson is our 

Prophet and President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in directing the activities for all of 

us to pursue our genealogical work for both Temple and Family History since he is now 95 years of age 

and still very productive in traveling the world and guiding our Church with divine inspiration. 

• Baptism Is Essential to Enter the Kingdom of God 

• Temple Work—Ancient and Modern 

• Genealogical Records for Use in Temples 

• Elijah and Keys of Priesthood Authority 

• One Hundredth Anniversary of the Genealogical Society of Utah 

• Rights of Personal Choice, Accountability, and Privacy 

• Opportunities to Serve 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/1994/10/the-spirit-of-elijah?lang=eng

