
Important Websites for The Democratic Republic of the Congo Genealogy 

Did you know that there are two Republics of the Congo?  One is the Republic of the Congo with its capital 

city of Brazzaville and the second one is referred as the DRC or the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

with its capital city as Kinshasa.   

Emigration and Immigration 

The largest initial emigration from Congo was involuntary and was a result of the slave trade prior to 1860. 
Most emigrants from this activity ended up in America. The vast majority of Americans of African ancestry 
in the United States are descendants of the 400,000 black slaves forcibly brought to the New World prior to 
1860. Most of these slaves came from a small section (approximately 300 miles long) of the Atlantic coast 
between the Congo and Gambia rivers in East Africa. Much of African culture is based on oral tradition, 
but records such as slave sales and slave advertisements may give a clue toward slave origins in Africa. 
Getting your slave ancestor back to Africa may just not be possible, but your best chances lie with 
scrutinizing every record you can find for clues and by being familiar with the slave trade in the area in 
which you are researching.  

• Democratic Republic of the Congo 

 

From a single URL cited below on FamilySearch, you will find a comprehensive overview of resources for 

the Democratic Republic of the Congo that covers the gamut of resources and research tools that you 

could initiate researching your family roots there.  It is a guide to Congo ancestry, history, and genealogy 

with birth records, marriage records, death records, census records, military records and much more. The 

URL is https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Genealogy 

Democratic Republic of the Congo Genealogy 
Democratic Republic of the Congo Wiki 
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Beginning Research 

• Research Strategies 

• Record Finder 

Record Types 

• Cemeteries 

• Census 

• Church Records 

• Civil Registration 

• Colonial Records 

• Genealogies 

• Military Records 

• Notarial Records 

• Online Records 

• Religious Records 

http://www.kuzmich4.com/Facebook/DRC.pdf
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Category:Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/index.php?title=Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Research_Tips_and_Strategies&action=edit&redlink=1
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/index.php?title=Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Record_Finder&action=edit&redlink=1
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Cemeteries
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Census
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Church_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Civil_Registration
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Colonial_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Compiled_Genealogies
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Military_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Notarial_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Online_Genealogy_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Religious_Records


• Emigration & 

Immigration 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 
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• Biography 
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Local Research Resources 

• Archives & Libraries 
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Africa 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 

Guide to Democratic Republic of the Congo ancestry, family history, and genealogy: birth records, marriage records, 
death records, census records, parish registers, and military records. 

Country Information 

The Democratic Republic of the Congo is a country in Africa bordered by the Republic of the Congo, the Central African 

Republic, South Sudan, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Tanzania, Zambia, and Angola. It was formerly known as Zaire and a 

colony of Belgium. The official language is French.[1] 

Getting Started 

Getting Started with Democratic 
Republic of the Congo Research 

Links to articles on getting started with Democratic 

Republic of the Congo research. 

• Civil Registration 

• Church Records 

• Census 

Democratic Republic of the Congo Research 
Tools 

Links to articles and websites that assist in Democratic Republic 

of the Congo research. 

• AfricaGenWeb for the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

• African and Middle Eastern Reading Room 

• Congo Genealogy 

• AFR-CONGO. A mailing list for anyone with a genealogical 

interest in the Republic of the Congo and the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo. To subscribe send "subscribe" to afr-

congo-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or afr-congo-

d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode). 

 

Democratic Republic of the Congo Map[edit source] 

Genealogy records are kept on the local level in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Emigration_and_Immigration
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Emigration_and_Immigration
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Biographies
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/French_Genealogical_Word_List
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Gazetteers
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_History
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Jurisdictions
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Languages
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Maps
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_For_Further_Reading
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Archives_and_Libraries
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Societies
https://familysearch.org/locations/centerlocator?c=Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Africa
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Republic_of_the_Congo_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Central_African_Republic_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Central_African_Republic_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/South_Sudan_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Uganda_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Rwanda_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Burundi_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tanzania_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Zambia_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Angola_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Belgium_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Genealogy#cite_note-1
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Civil_Registration
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Church_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Census
http://www.africagenweb.org/congodemocratic/index.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/amed/afs/cty/ccg/ccghome.html
http://www.kindredtrails.com/congo.html
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/index.php?title=Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Genealogy&action=edit&section=3


 

Populated Places 

A directory including the names of some of the cities, towns, and regions in the Democratic Republic of the Congo is 

available here. 

Provinces 

Genealogy records are kept on the local level in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

 

Provinces: 

• Bas-Uele 

• Équateur 

• Haut-Katanga 

• Haut-Lomami 

• Haut-Uele 

• Ituri 

• Kasaï 

• Kasai-Central 

• Kasai-oriental 

• Kinshasa 

• Kongo Central 

• Kwango 

• Kwilu 

• Lomami 

• Lualaba 

http://www.fallingrain.com/world/CG/


• Mai-Ndombe 

• Maniema 

• Mongala 

• North Kivu 

• Nord-Ubangi 

• Sankuru 

• South Kivu 

• Sud-Ubangi 

• Tanganyika 

• Tshopo 

• Tshuapa 

FamilySearch Resources 

Below are FamilySearch resources that can assist you in researching your family. 

• Facebook Communities - Facebook groups discussing genealogy research 

• Learning Center - Online genealogy courses 

• Historical Records 

• Family History Center locator map 
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|More Information About the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

More Information of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, this URL offers a broad introduction to this 

country about its land, people, economy, government and society, cultural life, and its history at:  

https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Plant-and-animal-life.  The links 

below are “hot” ready your perusal. 

• Introduction & Quick Facts 
• Land 
o Relief 
o Drainage and soils 
o Climate 
o Plant and animal life 

• People 
o Ethnic groups 
o Languages 
o Religion 
o Settlement patterns 
o Demographic trends 

• Economy 
o Agriculture, forestry, and fishing 
o Resources and power 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Genealogy_Help_on_Facebook
https://www.familysearch.org/ask/landing?search=Getting%20Started&show=lessons&message=true
https://familysearch.org/search/
https://familysearch.org/locations/centerlocator?c=Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Genealogy#cite_ref-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Plant-and-animal-life
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo#ref40788
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo#ref40789
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo#ref40790
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo#ref40791
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Plant-and-animal-life
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/People
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/People#ref40795
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/People#ref40796
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/People#ref40797
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Settlement-patterns
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Settlement-patterns#ref284118
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Economy
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Economy#ref40800
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Resources-and-power


o Manufacturing 
o Finance and trade 
o Transportation and telecommunications 

• Government and society 
o Constitutional framework 
o Local government 
o Justice 
o Political process 
o Security 
o Health and welfare 
o Housing 
o Education 

• Cultural life 
o The arts 
o Cultural institutions 
o Sports and recreation 
o Media and publishing 

• History 
o Precolonial perspectives 
o The Congo Free State 
o Belgian paternalism and the politics of decolonization 
o The Congo crisis 
o Mobutu’s regime 
o The Democratic Republic of the Congo 

 

Democratic Republic of the Congo Online Genealogy 
Records 
Jump to navigationJump to search 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 

Online Records 

Democratic Republic of the Congo Online Genealogy Records 

These are genealogy links to Democratic Republic of the Congo online databases to 

assist in researching your family history. This online collection has links to online 

databases and indexes that may include birth records, marriage records, death records, 

biographies, cemeteries, censuses, histories, immigration records, land records, military 

records, newspapers, obituaries, or probate records. 

Ancestry.com, findmypast.com, and MyHeritage.com can be searched free of charge at 

your local family history center or the Family History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Church Records and Vital Records 

 

Births, Baptisms, or Christenings; 

Marriages; Deaths or Burials 

 

 

 

Large Databases With Many Record 

Types 

• Forebears 

• Kindredtrails.com 

 

Cemeteries 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Resources-and-power#ref40801
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Resources-and-power#ref40802
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Transportation-and-telecommunications
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Government-and-society
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Government-and-society#ref284119
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Government-and-society#ref284120
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Government-and-society#ref40806
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Political-process
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Political-process#ref284122
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Political-process#ref40808
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Political-process#ref284123
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Political-process#ref40807
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Cultural-life
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/The-arts
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/The-arts#ref284125
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/The-arts#ref284126
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/The-arts#ref284127
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/History
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/History#ref40811
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/History#ref40812
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Belgian-paternalism-and-the-politics-of-decolonization
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/The-Congo-crisis
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/Mobutus-regime
https://www.britannica.com/place/Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo/The-Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Online_Genealogy_Records#mw-head
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Online_Genealogy_Records#p-search
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_Genealogy
https://familysearch.org/locations/
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Family_History_Library
http://forebears.io/democratic-republic-of-the-congo
http://www.kindredtrails.com/congo.html


 

 
 

 

Census 

 

Emigration, Immigration, and 

Passenger Lists 
 

 


